
Cultivating Your Personal Devotion 
with God

June Bible Study Series



Your Weekly Devotional Life 
(Weeklies)

Lesson Four



The weeklies refer to the discipline 
of weekly (regularly) assembling 

with other believers for fellowship, 
singing, reciprocal ministry, prayer, 

and the study the Word.



Nehemiah Chapter 8:1-12



Now all the people gathered as one man in 
the open square that was in front of the 
Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to 
bring the Book of the Law of Moses, which 
the LORD had commanded Israel. So, Ezra 
the priest brought the Law before the 
assembly of men and women and all 
who could hear with understanding on the 
first day of the seventh month.



Then he read from it in the open 
square that was in front of the Water 
Gate from morning until midday, 
before the men and women and 
those who could understand; and the 
ears of all the people were 
attentive to the Book of the Law.



And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all 
the people, for he was standing above all the 
people; and when he opened it, all the 
people stood up. And Ezra blessed the LORD, 
the great God. Then all the people answered, 
“Amen, amen!” while lifting their hands. And 
they bowed their heads and worshiped 
the LORD with their faces to the ground. 



Also,( the scribes) Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, 
Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, 
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, 
Pelaiah, and the Levites, helped the people to 
understand the Law; and the people stood in 
their place. So, they read distinctly from the 
book, in the Law of God; and they gave the 
sense and helped them to understand the 
reading.



And Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra the 
priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the 
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to 
the LORD your God; do not mourn nor weep.” For 
all the people wept when they heard the words of 
the Law. Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat 
the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to those 
for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy 
to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of 
the LORD is your strength.”



So, the Levites quieted all the people, 
saying, “Be still, for the day is holy; do 
not be grieved.” And all the people 
went their way to eat and drink, 
to send portions and rejoice greatly, 
because they understood the words 
that were declared to them.



I Noted Five Important Things 
Regarding The Hearing Of God’s 

Word When The People Were 
Gathered:



1. The  Desire For God's Word. 
(Nehemiah 8:1-5)



2. THE WAY THE PEOPLE 
GATHERED. 



3. THE LENGTH OF SERVICE 



4. THEIR RESPONSE TO GOD'S 
WORD 

(Nehemiah 8:6-9) 



5. THE CELEBRATION OF GOD'S 
WORD 

(Nehemiah 8:10-12)



They stopped Crying:
God wanted them to be more aware of His 
strength than their weaknesses.
God wanted them to be instilled with the joy of 
His presence than lingering on in a sense of 
shame.
God wanted them to know what a wonderful 
thing it was to gain insight into God's Word so 
they could obey rather sob over how they have 
disobeyed.



Their Weekly Assembly To Hear 
God’s Word Did Four Things:



1. It Gave Them Strength and Stability (8:10). 
2. It Provided the Spiritual Renewal Necessary for 

Understanding God’s Ways (8:12b, 13).
3. It Caused Them to Repent of Their Sinful Ways 

(9:1-3).
4. It Invoked Them to Praise God for Who He Is and 

What He Had Done (10:28-13:31).



Scriptures That Emphasize The 
Importance Of The Weeklies: 



Acts 2:42 (NKJV), And they continued 
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, in the breaking of 

bread, and in prayers.



1 Corinthians 15:33-34 (NKJV), Do not 
be deceived: “Evil company corrupts 

good habits.” Awake to righteousness, 
and do not sin; for some do not have 
the knowledge of God. I speak this to 

your shame.



1 Corinthians 5:9 (NKJV), I wrote to you in 
my epistle not to keep company with 

sexually immoral people.



1 Corinthians 6:9-12 (NKJV), Do you not know that 
the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, 
nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit 
the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. 
But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but 
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
and by the Spirit of our God.



Those with whom we spend time, 
and what we do in those 

associations has a definite bearing 
on our conduct. 



Running with the wrong crowd, 
and failure to assemble with 

believers for fellowship in the 
things of God’s Word, affects one’s 

capacity for spiritual change.



Hebrews 10:24-25 (NKJV)  And let us 
consider one another in order to stir up 
love and good works, not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as is 
the manner of some, but exhorting one 
another, and so much the more as you 

see the Day approaching.



The Purpose Of Gathering Weekly:
1.To Minister and Receive Ministry
2.To Remain Vigilant Of The 

Deceptions Of The Last Days 



Therefore, one of the primary 
purposes of the weeklies is to 

hear the Word taught and 
expounded which comforts, 

exhorts, and encourages us in 
our walk with the Lord. 



“The church is a collection of 
likeminded people who have made 
the decision to follow Christ. They 

come together to both give and 
receive support and encouragement 

from each other.”
Daniel Colston



The Dailies and Weeklies: A 
Means of God’s Protection



1. Misplaced Confidence



Deuteronomy 6:10-12 (NKJV), "So it shall be, when the 
Lord your God brings you into the land of which He swore 
to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you 
large and beautiful cities which you did not build, houses 
full of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells 
which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you 
did not plant--when you have eaten and are full--then 
beware, lest you forget the Lord who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.



Luke 12:15-18 (NKJV) And He said to them, “Take 
heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life 
does not consist in the abundance of the things he 
possesses.” Then He spoke a parable to them, 
saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded 
plentifully. And he thought within himself, saying, 
‘What shall I do, since I have no room to store my 
crops?’ So he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down 
my barns and build greater, and there I will store 
all my crops and my goods.



2. Misplaced Priorities



3. Missed Reality or Hypocrisy



Matthew 23:1-5 (NKJV), Then Jesus spoke to the 
multitudes and to His disciples, saying: “The scribes and 
the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. Therefore, whatever 
they tell you to observe, that observe and do, but do not 
do according to their works; for they say, and do not do. 
For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and 
lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves will 
not move them with one of their fingers. But all their 
works they do to be seen by men. They make their 
phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their 
garments.



Phylacteries are small, square leather 
boxes (symbols) containing portions of 
Scripture worn by Jews during prayer 

services.



Isaiah 29:13 (NKJV), Therefore the Lord 
said: “Inasmuch as these people draw 
near with their mouths And honor 
Me with their lips, But have removed 
their hearts far from Me, And their fear 
toward Me is taught by the 
commandment of men
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